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Items / Species

Requirements for first-time
company accreditation

Requirements for each
export or import
shipment

¢ Fresh and chilled
marine fish and their
products.

e Does not include live
fish.

e Does not include fish
and freshwater
organisms

e An official request letter from the
company addressed to Fisheries
Protection & Development Directorate
requesting permission to engage in the
import and export activity of fish and its
products.

e A valid commercial register, with the
need to add activity 4721-2 or 469-2

e The Ministry of Health’s approval to
engage in the activity of importing and
exporting marine products.

¢ Providing warehouses to store marine
products and providing proof of a valid
warehouse rental contract.

¢ Signing the requirements and pledge.
Submit the application in person at the
administration building.

Certificate of Origin.
health certificate.
Invoice/packing list.

Customs declaration for
re-exported products.

For inquiries:marinestat@mun.gov.bh

Tel: 17987448 - 17987456 -17987453 - 17987449 - 17987423
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Customer Name:

ASHa [ Jaad) ialia and

CPR No: addl) 85
Company Name: Al (gHlaall s
Address: Ogaadl
P.O.Box: iyl Ggaia
Email: 9 A 2l
Fax: oSk
Office Tel: ki) Caila
Mobile: Jall Calgd)
CR No: dadl 8,
Issue Date: il Foyls
Expiry Date: Jaad) elgmi) s
Authorized Person: Aaladl) ardiny Joddl) s dd)
CPR No: andll 85
Office Tel: okl Caila
Mobile: el il

Owner Signature:
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Tel: +97317987017, Fax: +97317987264, P.O. Box 251 - Kingdom of Bahrain , Email: www.mun.gov.bh
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KINDOM OF BAHRAIN
PUBLIC COMMISSION FOR THE
PROTECTION OF MARINE RESOURCES,
ENVIRONMENT AND WILD LIFE
General Directorate for Protection of marine Resources

Decree Law No. (20) for the year 2002
Concerning the Regulation of Fishing, Exploiting and
Protecting Marine Fisheries



Decree Law No. (20) for the year 2002
Concerning the Regulation of Fishing, Exploiting and Protecting Marine Fisheries

We, Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of the Kingdom of Bahrain

After reviewing Law No. (3) for the year 1975 concerning the Public Health and the laws amending it,
And Decree Law No. (5) for the year 1981 concerning the regulation of fishing,

And the law of boat registration and safety regulations issued by Decree Law No. (14) of 1978,

And Decree Law No. (20) for the year 1979 concerning the regulations of registration and safety of small
boats, which was amended by Decree Law No. (13) for the year 2000,

And Decree Law No. (23) for the year 1982 concerning the Marine Law,

And Decree Law No. (11) for the year 1991 concerning sewerage discharge and surface water drainage,
And Decree Law No. (8) for the year 1993 concerning the regional sea water and the bordering area,

And Decree Law No. (2) for the year 1995 concerning the protection of the fungal life, which was
amended by Decree Law No. (12) for the year 2000,

And Decree Law No. (18) for the year 1996 endorsing the Biological Diversity Agreement,

And Decree Law No. (21) for the year 1996 concerning the environment, which was amended by Decree
Law No. (8) for the year 1997,

And on the consideration of the presentation of the Minister of Housing and Agriculture,

And the approval of the Cabinet Ministers,

We have decreed the following law:

Section One
Definitions

Article -1-
In the implementation of this law, the meaning of the following words and expression is shown following
each word or expression:

The Ministry:
The Ministry of Housing and Agriculture.

The Minister:
The Minister of Housing and Agriculture.

The Competent Directorate:
The Directorate of Fisheries and Marine Resources of the Ministry of Housing and Agriculture.

The Concerned Authorities:
The other government units, other than the Ministry, which are referred to within their area of
jurisdictions and responsibilities and in accordance with the laws they are implementing.

Marine Fisheries:

Aquatic creatures and plants that live in the fishing waters or on the seabed or in its bed soil and
the creatures that live inside their bodies such as pearls and corals and others as well as the seabed itself
and the rocks, sand ...etc that the seabed contains.

The underwear soil:
The part of the seabed and its soil that is immersed in the fishing waters.



Fishing:
The process of collecting the marine fisheries using any means whatever the intention is.

The fisherman:
Any one who is licensed by the concerned authority to practice fishing.

Harpoons:
Any fishing tool that shoots spears or harpoons automatically.

Fishing boat:
Any floating base used for the purpose of collecting or processing the marine fisheries no matter
what motion means it uses or the purpose it operates for.

Fishing boat owner:
Any one who equips a fishing boat for the purpose of fishing for his own benefit whether he owns
the fishing boat or hires it.

National boats:
Boats registered in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Foreign boats:
Boats registered in countries other than the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Fishing waters:
The area in the sea within the regional sea of the Kingdom of Bahrain, including coastal areas and
the deep sea waters, where fishing is practiced.

Preserved marine areas:
Marine areas where fishing is banned in accordance to the regulations and laws issued in relation
to them.

Internal areas:
The water areas between the base lines from where the regional sea is measured and land coast
line.

The seabed and its underwater soil:
The part of the seabed and its soil that is immersed in the fishing waters and the internal waters.

Section Two
Licenses

Article (2)

Besides compliance with the terms of Decree Law No. (14) for the year 1978 establishing the Boat
Registration Law which obligates the registration of boats with the Directorate of Ports, and the terms of
Decree Law No. (20) for the year 1979 concerning the regulations of registration and safety of small
boats which obligates the registration of boats with the concerned authorities , it is obligatory to register
the fishing boats with the concerned Directorate in accordance to the measures and regulations
determined by the ministerial decree.

The registration mentioned in the above paragraph does not infringe the obligation of obtaining the
license stipulated by this law.



Article (3)

Without violating the terms concerning the GCC nationals, it is prohibited for non-Bahrainis to practice
commercial fishing, and fishing is prohibited without obtaining a license from the Competent Directorate.
The fishing license shall be time limited. The fishing boat license shall bear specifications of the boat, the
methods and equipment used on it, the number of its sailors, with the maximum and minimum number of
sailors and the specialization of each of them shown on the license. All sailors on board the boat shall be
registered under the name of the boat owner who bears the legal responsibility in the case of their
violation of the terms of the law and the resolutions of the execution thereof.

The license shall specify the areas where the boat is allowed to operate, the seasons it is allowed to work
therein, the type and quantity of the marine fisheries it shall exploit in each fishing area and in each
season. A Bahraini captain must be on board the fishing boat during commercial fishing operations.
Licenses to setup fishing traps shall specify the site where the trap is to be set up, the size and
measurement of the trap and the core size thereof.

Article (4)
The Minister has the authority to grant fishing licenses to scientific bodies and persons to exercise fishing
that aim at pursuing research and scientific studies. Licenses under this article can be exempted from
compliance with specified terms of this law and the execution resolutions thereof.

Article (5)
The Competent Directorate enacts regulations to regulate fishing activities of amateurs, individuals and
clubs. The Competent Directorate has the right to ask amateur fishermen to obtain a fishing license when
necessary.

Article (6)
Application for a fishing license is forwarded to the Competent Directorate by the owner of the fishing
boat or the owner of the barrier trap or the diver or the fisherman or the alike, using the form allocated for
such application as per the following:

First — Application for a fishing license shall include the following information:

a. The name and nationality of the boat owner as well as his CPR number and his address in the
Kingdom of Bahrain.

b. The name and number of the boat and its port of registration.

c. The regulation anchorage port of the boat.

A copy of the original registration certificate of the boat and the hiring contract, if the boat is hired, and a
copy of the CPR ID card should be attached to the application.

Second — The application for the license to be set up / use a barrier trap shall include the following:

a. The name of the owner of the barrier trap and the name of the person who will use it, it
different from the owner.
b. The situation site of the barrier trap and its area borders.

Third — Applicant for fishing or diving licenses shall:

a Not be less than 18 Gregorian years of age.
b. Have to prove his competency to exercise / practice fishing or diving.
C. Not have been convicted for any offence or an immoral / indecent or honesty misdemeanor,

unless rehabilitated.



In all the cases the concerned person shall be obliged to forward any data or any other information that
the Competent Directorate requests.

Article (7)
The term period of the license is one year. The Competent Directorate has the right to issue licenses for
less than one year in accordance to the conditions and situations in which the related decision is issued by
the Minister.

Article (8)
The license owner shall renew his license (15) days prior to its expiry date and he is not allowed to
practice fishing or to exercise the activity for which the license is issued after the expiry date of the
license.
Licenses shall not be issued or renewed unless the related duty is paid. And in the case where application
for renewal of a license is delayed for more than two months after the expiry date of the license, a charge,
not less than half of the duty to be paid for renewal and not exceeding twice thereof, is imposed against
the violator.
In case the delay period exceeds two months, the Competent Directorate has the right to refuse the
renewal application in which case the license is considered invalid. New procedures shall be needed to
issue a new license.

Article (9)
It is not allowed to own more than then three licenses for any person. The Minister has the right to
decrease this number if the Competent Directorate sees that such licenses pose a threat to the marine
fisheries.

Article (10)
Duties shall be charged for the licenses issued by the Competent Directorate. A ministerial decree shall be
issued to deter mine these duties and the collection procedures after the approval of the Cabinet of
Ministers.

Article (11)

The Competent Directorate shall decide upon the license application and its renewal within (15) days
from the application date, and in the case of refusing the application, the decision of refusal to issue or
renew the license shall have to be substantiated. The application is considered refused if not replied to
within (15) days, and the person whose application is refused can forward his grievance to the Minister
within (15) days from the date he is informed of the refusal decision or from the date of considering his
application refused. The decision of the Minister on the grievance shall be within (15) days from the
grievance date.

Grievance shall be considered refused if not replied to within (15) days. The person whose grievance has
been refused has the right to defy the refusal decision before the civil supreme court within (30) days
from the date he is informed of the refusal of his grievance or from the date his grievance is considered
refused.

Article (12)
Licenses issued in accordance to the terms of this law are personal, and are not transferable and must be
presented to the employees of the Competent Directorate or the concerned authority when requested.

Article (13)
Fishing Licenses are cancelled in the following cases:



a. When the fishing license is transferred from one person to another without the approval of the
Competent Directorate.

b. When the registration boat is cancelled.

c. When changes are applied to the fishing boat or the barrier trap, which result in altering the
data in the license of any of them, without informing the Competent Directorate in writing
about the changes within thirty days of applying them.

d. When the boat owner sells the boat, transforms it into a shipping boat or a passenger boat, or
uses it for any other purpose, in which case the owner should come forward to the Competent
Directorate to cancel the fishing license of the boat. One boat is not allowed to have two
licenses at the same time.

Article (14)
Fishing boat owners shall keep a record of the fishing operations on board the boat in accordance to the
instructions of the Competent Directorate. Any one who works on the field of fishing and marketing
marine fisheries or in any industry related to fishing shall abide by the regulations and resolutions that are
issued to protect and regulate fishing, exploiting and processing the marine fisheries, and shall present to
the Competent Directorate that data it requests in the specified times. The Competent Directorate shall
prepare and organize special records to keep and analyze such data.

Article (15)
The ship owner, the fisherman or the holder of any other license issued in accordance with this law or its
execution resolutions, shall immediately inform the Competent Directorate of the loss or damage of his
license. Fishing shall not be allowed before obtaining another license and paying the charges of issuing a
new license provided that he presents a proof of losing or damaging the original license.

Section three
Protecting the Marine Fisheries

Article (16)
In coordination with the concerned authorities, the Minister has the right to issue a decree to ban the
fishing of the various types of the marine fisheries with the aim of protecting fisheries.

Article (17)
People, other than the owners of fishing and fish keeping gears, who are licensed by the Competent
Directorate, are not allowed to handle or transport the fishing gears or catch.

Article (18)
It is not allowed to dispose any of the disposals of the processing plants, laboratories, factories or release
sewerage waters, chemicals, petroleum, boat oils or any liquids or fluids that are harmful to the marine
life into the regional waters of the Kingdom or its bordering areas. The disposal of such materials shall be
done in accordance with the methods specified by the law.

Article (19)
It is not allowed to catch larvae or fingerlings of the marine fisheries the size of which is less than the size
permitted. It is also not allowed to catch turtles, seals, sea cows or any other sea mammals or abuse their
settlement areas along the coastline of the Kingdom or in the fishing waters.



Article (20)

It is prohibited to keep any of the following nets or gears or equipment, which is not permitted, on board
the boat. It is also prohibited to keep such equipment in or near the fishing areas:

©mo a0 o

Trawler nets to catch fish by any type of fishing boats.

Floating nets (Hayyali)

Sea Harpoons for catching marine creatures .

Nylon single core nets.

Triple core nylon nets.

Shrimp fishing net during the ban period.

Any kind of nets equipment or gear specified by the Competent Directorate.

Article (21)

Without violating the other terms and regulations, it is not allowed, without the permission of the
Competent Directorate and the approval of the Concerned Authority, to practice the following activities:

a.
b.
C.

=

Erasing dams or barriers that limit the movement of the Marine Fisheries.

Uprooting or exploiting roots or aquatic plants, removing corals or rocks of any type.

Throwing hard and sharp materials and alike that hinder navigation and fishing operations. It is
also not allowed to use hard and sharp materials to build artificial reefs.

Setting up marine aquaculture, fenced or enclosed areas or cages in the fishing areas with the aim
of breeding marine fisheries.

Digging and damping.

Catching tournament fish and peal harvesting.

Holding fish contests and exercising water sports.

Article (22)

It is prohibited to carry out genocide for marine fisheries by using poisons, explosives, chemicals or
electric methods and alike .

Article (23)

It is not allowed to collect sea sand except by obtaining the required license from the Competent
Directorate according to the regulations and restrictions issued in this concern and through coordination
with the other Concerned Authorities. The Competent Directorate shall keep a record to include the areas
where sea sand is collected and the names of people and companies who work in this field.

Article (24)

Importing of equipment and gear, which are banned because of their danger to marine fisheries, is
prohibited.

Section Four
Handling, Marketing and Processing

Article (25)

Fishing boats and transportation means must be equipped with chilling fridges or insulated boxes chilled
with ice. Hygiene, cleanliness and safety equipment must be provided in accordance with the
specifications put forward by the Competent Directorate in coordination with the Concerned Authority.



Article (26)
It is not allowed to sell the marine fisheries except in the areas specified by the Concerned Authorities,
provided that hygienic and commercial conditions that are specified by the current laws and regulations
exist in these areas.

Article (27)
The required hygienic conditions for processing, drying, smoking and freezing of marine fisheries must
exist before handling. All fishing boats that carry imported marine fisheries whether fresh, dried, canned,
salted, smoked or frozen must abide with the terms of laws and bylaws and resolutions of customs and
quarantines.

Article (28)
Any person who handles or processes the marine fisheries must keep records in which quantities are
registered and categorized according to their types and prices as per the form prepared by the Competent
Directorate.

Article (29)
Without violating the laws concerning the GCC nationals, foreign fishing boats that dock into the
harbours of the Kingdom are not allowed to sell or market marine fisheries and their products unless they
obtain a permission to do so from the Competent Directorate according to a decree from the Minister.

Article (30)
It is not allowed to export or import marine fisheries or their products in any form or for any purpose
without the approval of the Competent Directorate.

Section Five
General Terms

Article (31)

Specialized employees who are authorized to execute the terms of this law, whose assignment will be
issued by the ministerial decree, shall have the authority to catch violations against the terms of this law
and the decrees for its execution.

These employees have the right, to achieve this purpose, to intercept the fishing boats and search them.
They also have the right to access boats, fishing areas, and the places where marine fisheries, fishing
equipment and gear in both land and sea exist, and they have the right to review and check the fishing
license, records and documents that are related to matter and they have the authority to prepare the
required reports to refer them to the authority concerned with filing penal suits.

Article (32)
People licensed to practice fishing and related activities must adjust their conditions to conform to the
terms of this law within (six months) from the date of its implementation .

Section Six
Punishments

Article (33)
Without violating any more severe punishment provided by the criminal law or by any other law:



a. Any person who violates the regulations of articles (18), (21-d), (22), (23) and the resolutions
issued for the execution thereof, shall be punished with imprisonment for a period not less
than one month and not exceeding six months , and a fine not less than one thousand dinars
and not exceeding five thousand dinars or with either of the two punishments.

b. Any person who violates the regulations of articles (3), (16), (17), (19), (20-a, 20-b, 20-c, 20-¢,
20-1), (24), (25), (27), (29), (30) and the resolutions issued for the execution thereof, shall be
punished with imprisonment for a period not exceeding a month and a fine not less than three
hundred dinars and not exceeding one thousand dinars or with either of the two punishments.

c. Any person who violates the regulations of articles (12), (13-d), (14), (21-g), (26), (28) and the
resolutions issued for the execution thereof, shall be punished with imprisonment for a period
not exceeding fifteen days and a fine not less than one hundred dinars and not exceeding three
hundred dinars or with either of the two punishments.

d. In all of the above cases, punishment is doubled when the same violation is committed again
within a year.

Article (34)
Considering the punishments provided for in the above article, it is allowed to confiscate the fishing boat
or the equipment or tools used in committing the offence. Also the catch or its price for the benefit of the
Competent Directorate and the owner of the confiscated assets shall not have the right to claim
compensation.

The adjudged may also be compelled to pay compensation for the damages he sustained to the marine
fisheries and may be obliged to remove the violation and restore the former conditions at his own
expense.

Article (35)
The Competent Directorate may, until a judgment is passed on the case, seize the fishing boats and the
equipment and gear used in the offence and the things benefited from thereof and dispose of such things if
feared they might decay. The Directorate may also compel the violator to remove or restore the damages
of his violation in a period specified by the Directorate; otherwise they may be administratively removed
at the expense of the violator.

The Competent Directorate may, in case of conviction, suspend the license of the violator in accordance
with the terms of this law for a period not exceeding six months or cancel it conclusively.

Article (36)
The Minister issues the resolutions required to execute this law, especially in the following cases:

a. Organizing the ban on the fishing of various types of the marine fisheries in any fishing
ground within the limits of fishing for any period of time the Minister finds suitable for the
protection and sustainability of this resource.

b. Banning and prohibiting the use of any equipment and fishing gear or any certain fishing
methods that impose a treat on the marine fisheries and the marine life.

c. Determining the equipment and gears allowed to be used in fishing and providing their
specifications as well as determining the tools, equipment and gears that are prohibited
because of the danger they impose on the crew and the marine fisheries.



Banning, in coordination with the concerned authorities, the activities of processing, trading,
importing, exporting, transporting, selling and exhibiting for sale any of the marine fisheries if
such activities may impose a threat on the public health.

Determining the minimum fish and other marine fisheries size, and determining the allowed
catch quantities in the specified seasons according to their type.

Determining the specifications of the fishing boats and barrier traps, and their characteristics
concerning shape, size durability(engine), the method of fishing and safety conditions and the
ease of recognizing them by putting numbers on them or characterizing signs on their sides
and any other specifications and the methods of executing these things before granting the
license.

Determining the marine preserved areas in accordance with the laws and regulations issued in
this concern.

Specifying the hygienic conditions to be observed and abided with in order to protect the
marine fisheries.

Determining the data, which should be collected and forwarded to the Competent Directorate

and the concerned Authorities by the people who work in the field of marine fisheries as well
as organizing the records and documents they are obliged to keep.

Article (37)

This cancels the Decree Law No. (5) for the year 1981 concerning the regulation of fishing. It also
nullifies any statement that contravenes with the terms of this law.

Article (38)

Ministers, each in his field, should enact this law, after the elapse of one month from the date it is
published in the Official Paper.

The King of the Kingdom of Bahrain
Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa

The Prime Minister
Khalifa Bin Salman Al Khalifa

Minister of Housing and Agriculture
Khalid Bin Abdulla Al Khalifa

Issued in Riffa Palace

Concurring with:



